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Report Overview: Published annually, the Carbon Black World Data Book is an 
essential resource for anyone involved in the carbon black industry. The report includes 
extensive data on carbon black capacity, capacity utilization, production, trade, demand, 
market share, and pricing, including both historical performance as well as short- and 
long-term forecasts.  
	  
Report Coverage: This 375-page report provides an up-to-date overview of the $8.8 
billion global market for carbon black, a reinforcing filler and pigment used in the rubber, 
plastics, paint, and ink industries. It provides detailed coverage for 27 leading countries, 
as well as demand for 14 smaller national markets. Historical data are provided for all 
years from 2000 through 2009, while forecasts are provided for 2010, 2011, 2015, and 
2025. Data provided for each country and region include carbon black capacity by 
company and plant, capacity utilization, production, imports, exports, apparent 
consumption, demand by market (passenger tires, truck/bus tires, other tires, non-tire 
rubber, and specialty) and demand by grade (tread, carcass, and other), as well as 
market value and average pricing. Note that this report includes only furnace blacks and 
so excludes small volume specialty blacks such as thermal black, acetylene black, 
channel black, etc.  
 
Quarterly Updates: Subscription to the Carbon Black World Data Book 2010 includes 
three quarterly updates (published October 2010, January 2011, and April 2011). These 
quarterly reports provide quarterly and monthly contract prices for major carbon black 
grades for the United States, the European Union, and Brazil, and monthly spot prices 
for China. The quarterly report also includes updated supply/demand data, including 
year-to-date quarterly figures and full-year forecasts for the current year. It also provides 
capacity developments, status of pending projects, and industry news.  
 
Industry Conditions: Responding to the global economic crisis and a severe downturn 
in the motor vehicle industry, the carbon black industry faced one of its most challenging 
periods in its modern history from the end of 2008 through the first half of 2009. Global 
carbon black demand was down 19% during the first half of 2009 compared to 1H 2008, 
or 29% if China is excluded from the data. Nearly alone among major economies, China 
and India, after sharp but short-lived downturns, bucked the global trend and posted 
strong gains in 2009, driven by their domestic motor vehicle and tire industries. China in 
particular saw volume growth of nearly 19% in 2009. Outside of these countries, 
however, conditions were grim, with Japan’s market down 35% for the year, North 
America down 20%, and the European Union down 25%. Utilization rates were among 
their lowest on record, and suppliers removed substantial capacity in North America and 
Europe, while numerous units were temporarily idled across all regions. The global 
carbon black market bottomed out in 2Q 2009 and began a robust recovery in 3Q 2009 
has been sustained through 3Q 2010. Given these results, 2010 is expected to be a 
strong recovery year for all regions, though rates of growth vary. Capacity expansion 
activity has resumed, and 2010 looks to be a strong year for expansions, led by China.   
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Report Features: The 2010 edition of the Carbon Black World Data Book has been fully 
revised and expanded. Major features of the report include: 

 A separate Excel spreadsheet containing all of the report’s statistical data as well 
as extensive supplemental data; 

 Capacity by plant, by company, and by region, including grades produced (where 
available); 

 A complete list of recent capacity expansions and closures, as well as status 
updates for future expansions, including their effect on capacity; 

 Company sales and market share in US dollars for North America, South 
America, European Union, Eastern Europe, Asia, and Africa/Mideast;  

 Carbon black imports by source and exports by destination for 51 countries. 
 
Countries/Regions Covered:  

 North America: Canada, Mexico, United States; 
 South America: Argentina, Brazil, Other; 
 European Union: Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, 

Netherlands, Poland, Spain, United Kingdom, Other;  
 Eastern Europe: Russia, Other; 
 Asia: Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, South Korea, Taiwan, 

Thailand, Other; 
 Africa/Mideast: Egypt, South Africa, Turkey, Other. 

 
Pricing Options: The Carbon Black World Data Book 2010 is available in a variety of 
formats and subscription programs (figures in US dollars):   

 $6,450: Single hard copy or electronic PDF version (single-user license); 
 $7,700: Electronic PDF with Electronic Corporate Use License (license permits 

an unlimited number of users within the licensee company); 
 $7,950: Both the print and the electronic PDF versions (single-user license); 
 $9,200: Both print and electronic versions (with corporate license). 

 
Ordering: To order or for more information, contact Notch Consulting Group at:  
Mailing Address: PO Box 1243, Amherst, MA 01004-1243 United States 
Email: info@notchconsulting.com  
PH: 413-253-7733 (US EST)  


